BIO Curriculum Committee
Approved Minutes

Monday, February 23, 2009

2:30-4:30 PM

105 Biological Sciences Bldg

ATTENDEES: Daniels, Breitenberger, Eakins, Shelton, Suo, Booten, Hetherington, Stetson
1. Approve minutes from 2/2/09- UNANIMOUS APPROVAL
2. BIO 350 (Guest: Susan Fisher)
a. Developed in response from previous Dean, noting once BIO students get done with 113-114 they take few Biology courses thereafter; proposing a higher-level (300-level) course
b. Sequence? Pre-requisite is stated as none- this could change to Bio 101 but perhaps a Philosophy or History student would like to take it; enough of the Bio could be taught early to take these students into account

i. Sequence it with 101 (what makes it a sequence?)- 101 has lab, 350 does not
1. some ENR courses qualify as sequence others standalone

ii. Or substitute for 101 (no exposure to energetics, ecology)

c. Animal Sci 200 did not include any evolution/genetics and was not approved for strict Biological Sciences GEC status- the next committee (Sciences) would want to see how evolution has a place in here; it is explicit in syllabus as well as in readings

d. Books are all paperbacks; most on Amazon and as used so $60 or less

e. Review as 

i. Bio course

1. How much philosophy, how much biology?

a. 2 strands: evolution and cellular physiology (particularly neurobiology)

b. Lectures strongly Bio; recitations Philosophy (certainly in writing assignments); TAs or others to teach recitations including EEOB TAs

c. Is Bio content enough to appreciate the linkage?  Some Bio 101 content does not cover many of these topics anyway

ii. College course

iii. Meet requirements as 101 does for Bio Sci (1 course from Bio only)

1. Is there enough bio sci?  Lots of evolution (as opposed to Bio 101), fair amount of Biochem taught in a way relevant to them and “remembered” in later courses or once done with Biology
f. Sequence with Bio 101, see what the audience is like- start with relevant Bio at 101 level (teach in a nutshell)
g. In physical science sequences: Earth Sci 100-ENR 101, Earth Sci-Geog- but either course by itself, without the other as a prereq
h. For students, the opportunity available to be unique, recruit people from other colleges resonate, satisfy GEC

i. Expected section size: 50, 2 sections

j. Can advertise through advisors

k. 1 quarter each year offering

l. Assessment plan from Judy to add to syllabus

m. Not for a standalone for BS student- BA only GEC requirement

n. Curriculum Office: Look up Earth Sci 101 to justify sequence with non-prerequisites

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED- Daniels, Hetherington
3. Bio-Math Track in revised Math major
a. New track
b. Main issues:

i. Biochem 211, 212 as “suggested courses in other fields”- little quantitative content- should be removed
ii. Neurology(Neuroscience

iii. Concerned over the many physics and chemistry offerings in the Bio track

iv. Include Microbiology 509 (with a lab- hands on), EEOB 410 is somewhat quantitative

c. Biochem 511 listed under Biology

d. 2 courses and be done with the electives

e. Could get Pre Meds doing this
f. Caroline writing a letter for the MAPS CC appearance of this major revision

4. Draft Thesis Proposal

a. For students who want to do research, graduate with distinction but are not and could not be part of the Honors program, having just raised their GPA qualifications

b. Helps students on the cusp of the GPA requirement and doing research

c. Begun drafting Autumn Quarter 2008, been through ASC CCI, Honors Subcom and other Honors programs in non-ASC

d. Now to go to CAA, and if approved adopted

e. Requires minimum GPA or discipline (functional unit to which the faculty member belongs) approval- lower limit is ammunition for some units who want a higher number

f. In honors, students have 8 cr hr of H783 and 2 quarters of H783; faculty will be asked to build a 783 in your departments and establish the minimums (probably something similar to this); 5 cr hrs can be counted towards major (more are taken than can be applied to major)
g. Not many students wanting to do a thesis in Biochemistry especially at lower GPAs; if the limit is lowered anything with lower than 3.0 would not trust results of those students; is there a low limit? In judgment of those making the decision- 

h. This documents research experience for grad work- those at 3.0 or lower should concentrate on that and not research; research stimulates and invigorates them

i. Could do a non-lab thesis (literature), as a hidden plus for the lower GPA students; data mining; real science
j. University-wide, but can stand alone if other depts. are agreeable to it

k. Please send feedback before it goes to CAA

i. Perhaps some bottom limit on GPA (2.75)?  3.0 a typical Grad School exception

5. Semester conversion

a. The target is earliest Autumn 2012 and is extremely likely to occur
b. 10 wk to 13 wks, but 60 min periods with 15 minute intervals

i. Full wk at thanksgiving

ii. Start after labor day

iii. 1 week final exam period, enforced

iv. Semester ends mid-Dec

v. Starts 1st wk January, mini-mester (popular in Ivy Leagues- good for studio course, foreign study, lab courses, seminars)
vi. End of Jan 13 wk semester with 1 wk Spring Break, 1 week finals

vii. 4 3-wk terms for summer

c. Questions revolve around usage of large classrooms, class time starting issues
d. Advantages: flexibility of scheduling across mini-mesters

e. Depends on funding to some extent

f. Senate vote March 11

